Letter proposing participatory research for the "African Peace Tour" by Seidman, Ann
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Seidman Research Papers Workshops, Notes and Papers
Letter proposing participatory
research for the "African Peace
Tour"
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/34844
Boston University
Professor Dennis Brutus 
Black Studies Program 
Forbes Quadrangle 
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, PA 19260 
Dear Dennis: 
December 12, 1990 
It was good talking to you today, if only briefly. Maybe we'll 
even get to see each other next year as part of the Africa Peace 
Tour process in Ohio and Western Pennsylvania. It would be nice. 
You asked that I write to explain what I had in mind. Essentially, 
my hope was that we could begin to build student-faculty capacity 
to conduct a kind of participatory research process to show why 
what happens in Africa is important to us here in the United States 
as a basis for winning support for African liberation and 
development (ie the message of the book, "Apartheid, Militarism and 
the us Southeast" that Africa World Press put out re the 1987 
Africa Peace Tour.) The research should provide materials for the 
Africa Peace Tour speakers to talk with each community about how 
specific Africa-related issues affect the lives of its community 
members; and what actions they might take. 
The proposal for participatory research along these lines consists 
of several pieces: 
1) January 15 (or so) regional meeting at the University of 
Pittsburgh: The Peace Tour organizer (Emanuel Tagoe, working out 
of the American Friends Service Committee office in Philadelphia; 
215-241-7168) together with the student organizing group headed by 
Dominic Kulik (of the Center for Common Security based in 
Williamstown; 413-458-2159) will arrange for a one or two-day 
regional meeting of 10-12 interested students from University of 
Pittsburgh, Lincoln University, Swarthmore, and Ohio state 
University, together with community organizers to discuss how to 
conduct the research. As a consultant to that process, I am 
preparing background materials and a research handbook, and will 
make suggestions about how the research might best proceed. 
2) The students will return to their universities and, with the 
assistance of Dominic and others from the Center for Common 
Security, will contact a small nucleus of students who can, using 
the research handbook, undertake specific research assignments 
International Devclor,ment 
and Social Change 
950 Main Street Worcester Massachusetts 01610-1477 
Telcphc,ne (508) 793-7201 
FAX (508) 791-8820 
relating to their own communities. 
3) Wherever possible on each campus, sympathetic faculty members, 
who might be willing to provide credit to students for term papers 
written as a result of this kind of research, should be contacted. 
(As you noted, several Political Science faculty members at the 
University of Pittsburgh might be willing to do this.) Such 
faculty members would, of course, be more than welcome to come to 
the regional meeting. In any event, it would be possible to get 
copies of the handbook and perhaps copies of the book on 
"Apartheid, Militarism, and the US Southeast" to them; and to ask 
for their suggestions as to how the project might best be carried 
on in their communities, as well as how they might be able to fit 
it in with their regular coursework. Some of them undoubtedly 
already know about community projects underway to deal with 
problems of unemployment and poverty which the Peace Tour 
organizers should know about and which might be included in the 
research process. 
4) The initial findings of the students' research should be 
completed by the end of March, in order to be incorporated into a 
report for the Peace Tour speakers. The students should be 
encouraged to take part in the Peace Tour meetings and to add new 
evidence they may find later. They could then incorporate that new 
evidence in their final paper for the course by the end of term. 
Hopefully, in the process, the students (and maybe some faculty) 
will get to know the local community people who might be interested 
in follow-up research on specific questions. This could lay a 
foundation for on-going research cooperation in subsequent years. 
Obviously, this proposal is subject to change by the participants. 
I was particularly eager, however, for you to begin thinking about 
how the University of Pittsburgh fits into it because you have such 
a good institutional framework for it; and Pittsburgh surely 
represents the heart of the impact of the changing international 
division of labor as it affects both Africa and the US. (I am 
always impressed by the fact that US Steel, with its four South 
African subsidiaries, closed down its Pittsburgh plants and changed 
its name to USX -- what a symbol of the whole process that is!) 
Anyway, thank you for expressing your willingness to host the 
initial regional meeting. I'll ask Emmanual and Dominic to be in 
touch with you as their plans become more concrete. 
With best wishes for a Happy New Year -- and regards to your 
family. 
Sincerely, 
Ann Seidman 
cc: Emanuel Tagoe and Dominic Kulik 
